
President's Ordinance to Protect
Nation and State. From 28 February 1933.

On the basis of Article 48 Paragraph 2 of the 
Constitution, to combat communist violent acts 
endangering the state, the following is ordered:

Section 1: The Articles  114, 115, 117, 118, 123, 
124, and 153 of the Constitution are sus-
pended for the time being. Therefore, restric-
tions  on personal liberty, of the right to free 
speech including the freedom of the press, of 
the freedom of association and assembly, in-
fringements  of the secrecy of communication 
by letter, mail, telegraph, and phone, authoriza-
tions  of search and seizure as  well as limita-
tions  of property rights are also permitted out-
side of the limits generally set by law. [...]

Section 5: Punishable by death penalty are the 
crimes which the criminal code under Sections 
81 (high treason), 229 (poisoning), 307 (arson), 
311 (explosion), 312 (flooding), 315 Paragraph 
2 (damaging railways), 324 (poisoning danger-
ous to public safety) so far penalizes by lifelong 
prison. [...]

Section 6: This ordinance enters into force on 
the day of its publication.

Berlin, on 28 February 1933.
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